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Declaration of Principles

We believe that religious liberty is a God-given right, and hold that

it is best exercised where separation is maintained between church and state.

We believe that legislation and other governmental acts which unite
church and state are opposed to the best interests of both institutions and are
potentially prejudicial to human rights.

We believe that public authorities are divinely ordained to support
and protect citizens in their enjoyment of natural rights, and to rule in civ-
il affairs; in this realm public authorities warrant respectful obedience and
willing support.

We believe in the natural and inalienable right of freedom of thought,
conscience and religion; this right shall include freedom to have or to adopt
a religion or belief of one’s choice; to change religious belief according to con-
science; to manifest one's religion or belief either individually or in commu-
nity with others and in public or private, in worship, observance, practice and
teaching — subject only to respect for the equivalent rights of others.

We believe that religious liberty also includes the freedom to estab-
lish and operate appropriate charitable, humanitarian or educational institu-
tions, to solicit or receive voluntary financial contributions, to observe days of
rest and celebrate holidays in accordance with the precepts of one’s religion,
and to maintain communication with those who share the same beliefs, in-
dividually or collectively, in organized communities at national and interna-
tional levels.

We believe that religious liberty and the elimination of intolerance
and discrimination based on religion or belief are essential in the promotion
of understanding and peace among peoples.

We believe that citizens should use lawful and honorable means to
prevent the reduction of religious liberty, so that all may enjoy the recogni-
tion of their freedom of conscience.

We believe that fundamental freedom is epitomized in the Golden

Rule, which teaches that every human being should do to others as he would
have others do to him.
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